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July 27, 1994

94-204
FOR RELEASE JULY 30 OR AFTER:
MINORITY ALUMNI HALL OF FAME

CHARLESTON --Ten Eastern Illinois University minority alumni who have
had a lasting impression on the institution and its students were among the first to
be inducted into Eastern's Minority Alumni Hall of Fame.
Inductees were honored at a banquet Saturday, July 30, during Eastern's
second annual Black Student Reunion. They are the Rev. Cyprus Hughes and
Michael Jeffries, both of Champaign; James E. Johnson, Elmer "Jack" Pullen and
Ona Norton (honorary member), all of Charleston; Syracuse Brown-Kelly, Yvette
Jackson Moyo and Sandra Westbrooks, all of Chicago; Priscilla Palmer of Decatur;
Dr. Claibourne Dungy of Iowa City, Iowa; and Jan Spivey Gilchrist of Olympia
Fields.
Hughes is pastor of the Second Baptist Church in Mattoon and an admissions representative at Parkland College in Champaign. He earned a bachelor's
degree in marketing from Eastern in 1973.
Jeffries, who earned a bachelor's degree in industrial technology in 1971
and a master's degree in educational administration and supervision in 1972, both
from Eastern, is director of minority affairs at the University of Illinois -- Urbana-more-
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MINORITY ALUMNI HALL OF FAME

Champaign. As director, he has helped the university maintain a minority graduation rate of 59 percent.
A 1952 Eastern alumnus who played on EIU's basketball team, Johnson, in
1970, left his junior and senior high school teaching post in New York City to
return to his alma mater to become assistant dean of student personnel services.
Since retiring from Eastern in 1991, Johnson has remained involved in student
activities.
Pullen, who graduated from Eastern in 1970 with a bachelor's degree in
sociology and in 1973 with a master's degree in guidance and counseling, joined
EIU's financial aid office in 1970 as a counselor and in 1989 was named the
university's "Boss of the Year." He is a founder of the Afro-American Culture
Center on the EIU campus.
Norton and her husband provided housing for minority students before EIU
had housing available for minorities. In 1987, the Concerned Citizens of Charleston
established a scholarship in her name to encourage, assist and recognize AfricanAmerican students at Eastern. The 1994 scholarship recipient will be recognized at
the banquet.
Brown-Kelly is entering her 22nd year in the education arena, having worked
as a college instructor, college guidance counselor and elementary education
teacher. She earned a bachelor's degree in elementary education and a master's
degree in guidance and counseling from Eastern in 1972 and 1977, respectively.
Moyo, a 1974 EIU Afro-American Studies graduate, is president of Resource
-more-
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Associates International Ltd., Chicago, specializing in promotions and marketing.
She is also chief executive officer of RAI's Division of Marketing Opportunities in
Black Entertainment. She has been honored by Today's Chicago Woman for her
accomplishments.
Westbrooks, dean for student development and assistant provost at
Chicago State University and president of the EIU Alumni Association, earned both
her bachelor's and master's degrees in elementary education from Eastern in 1973
and 1974, respectively. She will be the keynote speaker at the 7 p.m. banquet in
Eastern's Grand Ballroom in the University Union.
Palmer is superintendent of Prairie-Hills Elementary School District in
Markham and former assistant of schools in Urbana. She is a long-time member of
Eastern's educational administration advisory board.
Dr. Dungy, who earned a bachelor's degree in zoology from Eastern in 1962,
is director of the Pediatric Outpatient Clinic at the University of Iowa Hospital and
Clinic. He has been honored as an EIU Distinguished Alumnus.
Gilchrist, an artist and illustrator of more than 10 children's books, has
exhibited her works throughout the United States and Canada. A 1973 Eastern art
alumnus, she is the recipient of the 1990 and 1992 American Library Association's
Caretta Scott King Award for her illustrations in Nathania! Talking and Night on
Neighbor Street by Eloise Greenfield. Gilchrist is also a painter and exhibits her
paintings around the country. She is the recipient of a Distinguished Alumnus
Award from EIU.
-more-
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"The purpose of the Minority Alumni Hall of Fame is to focus the spotlight on
minority alumni who have made significant contributions to their fields, have a strong
association with Eastern, are loyal supporters of the institution and who serve as role
models to our students," said Johnetta Jones, director of Minority Affairs at Eastern
and reunion organizer.
"The honorees' pictures will be displayed in Blair Hall on the EIU campus and
will be a constant reminder to Eastern students, particularly minorities, of the
successes before them," Jones added.
Jones said Blair Hall was selected as the site for the "wall of honor" since it
houses the Academic Assistance Center, serving all currently enrolled students and
prospective students.
Also to be honored during the banquet is the recipient of the first I. Roberta
Bell Minority Scholars Scholarship, established in 1991 by Grace Markwell Meier of
Paris to recognize minority students who have enhanced the dignity of minority
culture through demonstrated academic achievement and excellence.
Other highlights of the Black Student Reunion July 29-31 include a getacquainted and networking reception Friday evening, developmental workshops,
picnic and dance on Saturday and farewell brunch and fashion show on Sunday.
EIU minority alumni from all classes are invited to attend the Black Student
Reunion. For more information or to make reservations for the banquet or other
reunion activities, call Eastern's Minority Affairs Office at 217/581-6690.
-30-

